
STATE OF VERMONT

HUMAN SERVICES BOARD

In re ) Fair Hearing No. 19,981
)

Appeal of )

INTRODUCTION

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Department

for Children and Families, Office of Vermont Health Access

(OVHA) denying her Medicaid coverage for certain dental work.

The issue is whether the services in question are covered

under the pertinent regulations.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. At all times herein the petitioner has been a

recipient of Medicaid. In July 2005 the petitioner's dentist

submitted a request for Medicaid coverage in the petitioner's

behalf for a "cast crown" for one of the petitioner's teeth.

The Department denied this request (by notice dated August 2,

2005) because cast crowns are not covered and the dentist did

not indicate that the work was medically necessary.

2. The petitioner filed an appeal of this decision in

October 2005. At a hearing held on November 9, 2005, she

admitted that her dentist would not provide any further
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information regarding the medical necessity of the procedure

in question.

ORDER

The Department's decision is affirmed.

REASONS

"Dental services" for persons 21 and over are defined in

state and federal regulations as "preventive, diagnostic, or

corrective procedures involving the oral cavity and teeth".

W.A.M. § M621. Specifically excluded under "non-covered

services" are "processed or cast crowns and bridges". §

621.6. The regulation allows that requests for coverage of

an excluded service can be submitted for review under § M108,

but a prerequisite for such review is a statement from the

prescribing provider that the service constitutes a medical

necessity. Unfortunately, in this case the petitioner

reports that her dentist will not support her request in this

regard.1 Therefore, inasmuch as the Department's decision is

1 The petitioner was advised she could reapply for Medicaid coverage if
and when this, or any other dentist, would provide support for the
medical necessity of the service.
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clearly in accord with its regulations, it must be affirmed.

3 V.S.A. § 3091(d), Fair Hearing Rule No. 17.

# # #


